
 

Turkey and the 

Turkey  

Although we didn’t capture any film footage of opinions, we were able to gather a range of opinions 

from people of all ages across Turkey.  Some of this is translation from Turkish and some the spoken 

English comments.   

 “choc gazelle” (numerous times) translates to 

“a very good aim”  

“this is a holy mission” 

“this is not a trip, it’s a responsibility”

“yes HIV is an issue for young people in Turkey.... because it is dangerous” 

“HIV is not an issue in Turkey because in Islam we have standards/

in other societies such as England and Thailand.  HIV is for transsexuals and homosexuals” 

“it is a very important thing to talk about 

programme on TV where a beautiful model was standing on the street asking if men would have sex 

with her for money – there was a hidden camera 

positive and most of the men said yes anyway 

Total people spoken to about HIV/AIDS

Most people understood what HIV/AIDS is. 

the logo on our T-Shirts.  It was mostly men who 

Georgia 

Total people spoken to about HIV/AIDS

[See Voices for Georgia summary]

Azerbaijan 

Teacher comments  

‘we can’t even talk about wet dreams in class... this allows the kids to have some sex ed without it 

coming back on the school’.   

‘We have really conservative parents in this school, some

tragedy is pornography.  We also have relations of the Azeri royal family so we

what we say’. 

Learner comments 
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Turkey and the Caucasus 

Although we didn’t capture any film footage of opinions, we were able to gather a range of opinions 

from people of all ages across Turkey.  Some of this is translation from Turkish and some the spoken 

gazelle” (numerous times) translates to ‘very beautiful’ 

it’s a responsibility” 

“yes HIV is an issue for young people in Turkey.... because it is dangerous”  

“HIV is not an issue in Turkey because in Islam we have standards/morals; these morals do not exist 

in other societies such as England and Thailand.  HIV is for transsexuals and homosexuals” 

important thing to talk about – they [Turkish men] don’t take it seriously. T

on TV where a beautiful model was standing on the street asking if men would have sex 

there was a hidden camera – but it had to be unprotected and she was HIV 

positive and most of the men said yes anyway – see.. they don’t think they can get it

HIV/AIDS in 12 days; female 21; male 27 

Most people understood what HIV/AIDS is. Many people started conversations with us prompted by 

It was mostly men who offered opinions back to us.  

HIV/AIDS in 8 days; female 20; male 18 

ry] 

‘we can’t even talk about wet dreams in class... this allows the kids to have some sex ed without it 

We have really conservative parents in this school, some of the Mormon parents think a G

tragedy is pornography.  We also have relations of the Azeri royal family so we have to be careful 
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‘my mom went to this programme in the regions, and she said that the women and young people 

there knew nothing at all about STDs, their level of knowledge was really low’ 

Many students didn’t understand male to male sex or oral sex, asking after it had been explained 

whether you could contract HIV/AIDS from a blow job or ‘up the bum’. 

Key issues raised –  

• Perceived or actual rise of prostitution  

• Modernisation of the culture... changing nature of the “traditional” family so more 

promiscuity among the young   

• Rise of drugs and alcohol reducing inhibition in young people, putting them more at risk of 

having unprotected sex.  This was blamed on a lack of legal age limits for ‘anything’ in 

Azerbaijan 

• Increasing numbers of multinationals ‘bringing’ the disease with them into the country 

• Condoms provided are out of date and lack a kite mark 

• Gender differences, the expectation for young men to have lots of sex and the expectation 

for young women to be virgins when they marry 

Impromptu comments 

‘Young people need to know that the only way to keep safe is to abstain until marriage. And remain 

faithful in marriage. It is the only way. I hope you will tell them this. We [society] can’t bend to fit 

their desire – this is false and it is unfair to them’ 

Total people spoken to about HIV/AIDS in 23 days; 300.  

Articles written for local publications: 

• Womens-forum 

• MagAZine 


